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In a Letter to a Friend. 



S I Rj 

I H O' I have neither Time nor 

rpE Inclination to look into many 

of our modern Pamphlets, yec 

the Defence, you lent me, of 

Eaftward Adoration being a 

curious SubjeSlf and coming a- 

broad under fo great a Name in the Church 

as that of Andrews, 1 fee my felf, at your 

Requeft, to perufe it with a juft Attention : 
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4 The Anatomy^^ 

And the more, as I found it pofitivdy affirm- 
ed to be what Would effeftually overturn 
every thing my old Friend, thii Author of 
Kcb. /. 4. Alkibla, either had or could devife id the 
contrar'j. 

My Ej^peftations were ftill raised when at 
the fame time I was, by good hands, affur'd, 
this fo celebrated Epiftle, he has the Honour 
, to have addrefs'd to him, was not, as the Pro- 
phet's Gourd is faid to have been, unius no£iis 
Filiay like a Mufliroom that fprung up in a 
Night, but a Work of Time and mature Deli- 
beration : And which (not to mention the fi- 
nifhing Strokes it received both from Oxford 
^.ndLondon) had been carried on from the Be- 
ginning, it feems, by the joint Labours, 
and under the immediate Conduft of a vete- 
ran Author, juftly perhaps to be efteem'd 
of the firft Clafs in the learned World, and 
who is indeed an Oracle to all around 
him,. 

These were Confiderations much more 
proper to produce the Reverence than Re- 
marks of an humble Reader : However, 
Sir, my private Thoughts dn the Occafion, 
iince you defire them for your own Satis- 
fadtion, are at your Service ; and, if you 
think they may be of ufe to others in giving 
a better Infight into the Conftitution of ouf 
Church, and reftifying fome too vulgar Er- 
rors in Religion, you arc free to difpofe of 
them as you pleafe. 

First, as I have fometimes known as 
much in a Vicar's Text as all his Sermon, I 
fliall begin with the Motto s in Englifi thus— 

In 



In thofe Things concerning which nothing is at* 
pointed in holy iVrity the Cufiom of the People^ 
and the Conjlitutions of the Antients are to be 
obferv^d : And as the Prevaricators of the Di- 
vine LawSy fo the Defpifers of Eccleftafiical 
Cujtoms are to be refirain*d. 

Thus {if fairly cited) faid the venera- 
ble Father St. Aujlin: But as he was one 
who fometimes changed his Mind for the 
better, I am inclin'd to think, for a Reafon 
that will foon follow, had he been a Father 
of the Church of England at the Time our 
Reformation took Place, he would have of- 
fer'd his Advice with fome Amendment: 
For inftance thus— — In thofe Things concern- 
ing which nothing is appointed in holy IVrity 
nor by prefent lawful Authority, there the 
Cujiom^ i£c. Otherwife I need not tell you 
the Obfervance of this fingle Maxim would 
have efFcftually prevented all Reform of 
popular Cuftoms, or antient Conftitutioris 
of the Church, however inconvenient for 
its prefent State ; nor fhould we have had 
any fuch Thing at this Day as a Church of 
England^ as it now ftands by Law efta- 
blifti'd. 

I COULD wi(h therefore our Author, be- 
fore he appeared in Print, had confulted his 
Common-Prayer-Book, and obferv'd only 
what that teaches him under the Title of Cere- 
monies why fome be Abolilh'd, and fome 
Retained ; and what St. Aujlin there fays of 
them even in his Days ; viz. *' That they 
•* were grown to fuch a Number, that the 
** State of Chriftian People was in a worfe 

. Cafe 
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*' Cafe concerning that Matter than were 
** the Jews. And he counfelled that fuch 
*' Yoke and Burden fhould be taken away, 
•' as Time would ferve quietly to do it.*' 

I N Purfuance of this Advice 'tis plain our 
Reformers, to ufe their own Expreffions, 
cut away and clean rejected all fuch Ceremo- 
nies of the Church, which however then 
cuftomary, they thought not fit to be con- 
tinued. Ought therefore the Reformers of 
the Church of J^gland to have been r^- 
ftrain^d? Is this what our Keblists would 
intimate to us as a Piece of theirMind ? The 
Council of Trent * was entirely of this Opi- 

nion ; and decreed therefore " The 

*^ Ceremonies of the Church are univerfally, 
*' and under Pain of the grieat Curfe, ne^ 
«* ccj/arily to be ufed in all Places and Coun- 



" tries." 



This Decree was vifibly fram*d as an En- 
gine to batter down the Reformation in its 
Rife: And for fuch a Decree^ what more 
proper than fuch a Motto ! Accordingly no 
wonder the moft artful Emiflarics from that 
Quarter, have not been wanting to them- 
felves in making the beft Advantage of fuch 
like Authorities : But I muft confefs it was 
a little Surprize to mc, fo judicious a Set of 
Divines, as we have to do with at prefent, 
fhould chufe to hang out Popilh Colours, 
when they meant nothing lefs than to fervc 
the Caufe of R o m e. 

* Scfs.7. Can. 13. S$t Rogers on th$ Z9 ArtUUs, 

Our 
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Our 34th Article, entitled, " Of the 
•* Traditions ot the Church,'* tells us in 
general^ — *' It is not neceffary that Tradi- 
*' tions and Ceremonies be in all Places one, 
^ or utterly alike, and that they may be 
•* chang'd :" With this one Reftriftion only, 
viz. *' Sx) that nothing be ordained {i. e. or- 
•' der'd or done) againjl God's PFbrd.** Nor 
does the Article fay any Man ought to be 
rebuild for breaking the Traditions and Cere 
monies of the Church, unlcfs they be fuch 
as are, not only not repugnant to the Word of 
Godj but alfo aftually ordained and approved 
hy common Authority. This, if our Author 
ever duly confiders it, is a Claufe, I fear, 
will be apt to haunt him deeping or waking : 
And I cannot but fay it was a little unfortu- 
nate for him ipfo in limine titubare^ and the 
firft Step he made into the World to run his 
Nofc againft an Article. 

S o much for his Motto 5 which might 
ferve indeed as a compleat Anfwer to all he 
has advanced to the Point : But to treat him 
in due Form, I fhall proceed. Next then 
for his Introdudtion : Here we have two Kcb. p, 3; 
very remarkable Conceffions to begin with : 
Firft, that any fFord * Stiould be bard to fo 
great a Linguift as our Author on this Oc- 
cafion appears to be: Then, that there 1^ 

fhould be any fuch thing as Elegance f belong- 
ing to Alkibla ; but before the end of the 
Paragraph he begins to talk like himfelf 
again, viz.--^ I could find nothingbutfalfe Re a- 



; Th$ Ti/fc Alkibla. f Dtdic4U9n n Sir R. S. 
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foning and Mifreprefentation throughout the 
whole. 

This, Sir, you muft have obferv'd is a 
cuftomary Compliment in modern Contrp- 
verfy, efpecially betwixt Divines, and there 
fore cannot be looked upon as any particp- 
lar Civility of our Author to the Pcrfon ^c 
fpeaks to : However, I fliall leave J)im to 
reconcile the Truth of it to what his karned 
Friend^ I am well affiir'd, has more than 
once declared, viz. That Alkibla was what 
be had perused with SatisfaSiton : Nor has be 
made any Difficulty to fubfcribe to the Au- 
thor's Learnings Addrefs and Acumeny as they 
appeared to him in that Traft. 

B u T my Bufinefs lies with the P u b l i c k 
S B N ri M E N T s of the KEBLISTSy which 
our Author towards the Conclufion, furos 

up in the Manner following. Upo/i the 

whole (fays he) / think 'jour Inference from 
Kcb.^. 38. the Omniprefence of God unjuji : uhat the Prac- 
tice of the Heathens is foreign to the Purpofe : 
ffhat there is the fame Reafon for Eaftward 
Adoration in the Chrijiian Church, as there 
was for Weftward in the Jcwifli : Th/it you 
have not dealt fairly by the Fathers of the 
Church, in many Particulars: That, as far 
as can be collected^ it is an Apojlolical Tradi- 
tion, and hath continued in the Church ever 
Jince, and ought therefore Jiill to be olferp*d. 

To thefe Five Heads comprifi^g the Sub- 
ftance of his Difcourfe, that I nriay be the 
lefs tedious in rambling after him, I Ihall 
confine my Obfervations j prcmifing only 
that what ixc bece makes ibu Third ^ead, 

I ftanda 
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ftands Second in the Body of his Book, and 
will therefore be taken Notice of by me in 
its proper Place. 

The firft Part of his Charge he opens 
thus ; — Whatever you advance again ft Eaft- K. f.4. 
ward Adoration /r(?w an Idea of God*s Omni^ 
prefencey at moft only proves it to be a Thing per- 
feStly indifferent in it felf. 

Now, with Submiflion, I do not think 
it proves fo much j for tho* the Omnipre-* 
fence of the Deity we adore, makes ir a 
Thing indifferent which Way we direft our 
Adoration ; yet doth it not thence follow, 
that it is a Thing indifferent to confine his 
Adoration to one Point alone: And why 
Ihould the Worlhip of that God, whom the 
Heaven it felf cannot contain, be determined 
only to any one Quarter of it ? Unlefs in* 
deed we had fome Revelation of his Plca- 
fure in this Particular. 

But taking for granted what he fliould 
firft have prov'd, concerning fuch Things 
{viz. in themfelves indifferent) the PraSlice 
of the Churchy fays he, / prefume ought to be ibid. 
our Guide. Which, might I fo tell him, is 
a Prefumption indeed ; for tb us, who have 
fubmitted our felves to a Church, all whofe 
Forms and Ceremonies of Worfhip are efta- 
bli(h*d by Law, not the Practice of any 
Church that ever Was upon Earth, but the 
Laws of our own are the proper Guides 
and Dire£lors. A Point, which I heartily 
wifh were more attended to by thofe from 
whom it might be moft rcafonably expefted : 
But 'twas a Complaint as old as St. Jujiin^ 

B and 
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and what grieved him much, That Prefump- 
ttonjhouldfo abound in the Church* , 

I N the next Paragraph our Author, ha- 
ving firft made his Flourilhes on the Occa- 
fion, refumes his Point, returning to the 
Omnipresence ; and, notwHbfianawg tbat^ 
falls foul upon my old Friend, as advancing 
a meer Conception without Proof or reafon- 
able Foundationy only becaufe he had de- 
clared himfelf to be humbly of Opinion, 
Alk. ^2. *' That tho* many ingenious, and perhaps 

not ill-meant Arguments had been de- 
vis'd in Favour of one uniform Afpedt 
in the Service of God, yet, were they 
all put together in the Ballance, the fingle 
Idea of an Omniprefent Being, in Point qf 
Edification^ would outweigh them all.** 
And truly one would have thought few 
Vicars would have required much Proofxhzt 
the Divine Omniprefence (the natural Foun- 
dation of that Beginning of Wifdom, the 
Fear of God^ is a Conception, than which 
none could have more highly tended to Edi- 
fication : And\yhen their Preacher (hall have 
convinced the good People of South-Newing-^ 
ton, they may edify more by fetting their 
Nofes all one Way, than by confider;ng the 
Eye of God is upon them from every Quar- 
ter, it will be Time enough to talk of Ra^ 
iional Foundations in the Point betwixt us : 
I fliould be glad to fee fomc of his Pradtical 
Inferences on this Head. 

"^ Hoc nimis doleo ^tam xnultis Pnefumptionibus 

fie plena funt omnia. Mfifitivf* 

At 
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A T the fame time my old Friend hap • 
pening ^^wWjf to declare, *' It would be no 
" Offence to him to fee a whole Congrega- 
*« tion, every one, if poffiblc, facing a diHc- 
" rent Way/* (fomewhat like which may 
be daily fecn in the moft Devout throughout 
the Kingdom) we are very gravely given 
to underftand, // ma^j ht jet jujl Matter ofK. >. 5. 
Offence to thofe ingenious Gentlenien who devised 
the Arguments to the contrary. 

Against which I beg Leave to enter 
my Proteft : For, let them be evrr fo inge- 
nious, where's the Jiiftice of any Gcnclcmens 
being offended' at their Neighbours, for do- 
ing what neither the Law of God nor Man 
forbids them to do, and ufing thntChridian 
Liberty in their Devotion, which, as Al- 
kibla obfervcs, " ^ives a peculiar and in- p. 3. 
" communicable Diftinftion to the Worfliip 
*' of the True God?" To which wc may 
here add, That as our meeting together in 
Places dfcdicared to one God only, is an evi- 
dence we meet to worfliip him alone, fo our 
addrefling our felves fo many various Wayt 
at once towards him, is a icnfible Dcmon- 
ftration we hold* this O N E G O D to be 
EVERYWHERE. 

O N this Occafion I might take the Li- 
berty farther alfo to obfcrve, I know not 

what manner of Spirit thofe are of, who in 
the Height of their own Devotion are fo 
very apt to take Offence at that of ocheri^ 
efpecially whilft they adt within the Rules 
prefcrib'd by publick Authority, and by 
cbemfelves profefs'd : For my own part, I 

B 2 frequently 
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frequently behold many good People mix- 
ing various forbidden Pra^lices in our Jlated 
Services^ whom I cannot but regard as a fort 
of Volunteers in Ceremony^ yet they give mc 
no other Emotion than that of Pity for their 
Misfortune, in being what, were they fenfible 
of itj themfelves would moft abhor to be : 
For in Fa6t, Sir, they are j|ionconfo?milfsf, 
and don't know it ; if they did, I know not 
any Confideration in Nature more likely to 
reclaim them from the Error of their Ways. 

What in the next place our Author 
gives me an Opportunity to admire in him 
IS this. That notwithftanding his natural 
Averfion to meer Conceptions, fcarce are 
the Words out of his Mouth, but thefe follow 

them : Metbinks (fays he, without giving 

us any Reafon to believe he thought at all) 
ibis Declaration is nothing lefs than opening a 
Breach to let all Diforder and Confufton into the 
Church. Under which Apprehenfion of 
Mind I cannot too much commend his Zeal^ 
but wifh it were a little more according to 
Knowledge : For let him think as he pleafcs 
himfelf, he will not perhaps eafily perfuade 
jthc Generality of Mankind, " That a Peo- 
ple afting under a juft Senfe of the Omni- 
prefence of God** (the very Cafe fpecified in 
Mkihla) are the moft likely of all others to 
be the Authors of Diforder and Confufton in 
bis Houfe. 

But, fays he, IVe have a more fure Word 
of Prophecy to which we /hall do well to take 
heed: St. Paul exprefsly faySy That all "Things 
Jhouldbe done decently and in order. And it is 

certainly 
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Cfrtainly more for the Beauty and Order tf 
TuhlickWorJhip^ &c. 

St. Faul has indeed a Text fomewhat like 
this, yet not fo exprefsly the fame neither: 
nor could I ever fee a IVord of Prophecy there 
was in it : but what th^re is in it I have often 
taken heed to, and fliould be glad our Au- 
thor would take heed alfo what there is not 
in it, and what our Church fays upon it » 
viz. '* Let all Things be done amortg you, 
*' faith St. Paul^ in a feemly and due^rder ; 
** the Appointment of which Order pcr- 
*' taineth not to private Men \ therefore no 
** Man ought to take in hand, or Pre- 
sume to appoint any publick or com- 
mon Order in Chrift*s Church, except he 
be lawfully call'd and authoris'd there- 

«' unto.t" 

I would gladly know therefore, who made 
the Author of the Kebla a Judge of the 
Beauty and Order of publick Worfliip: 
Whence had he this Call? By what Autbo^ 
rity does he fet up for a Prefcriber of what 
the Church of England neither prefcribes nor 
praftifes? Even the Jewijh Priefts, not- 
withftanding the Sbechinab in their Temple, 
were wont ("we are told ^) '* to wave the 
«' Sacrifice Eafi^ JVeJt^ North and Souths 
** upwards and downwards, to denote The 
«« Omnipresence of GOD :'• And this alfo, 
I am apt to think, was the true Reafon Ctho* 



{\) SeetheQommon'Vx^ytX'^odkund.trtht Title — — 
Of Ceremonies why fome be Abolilh'd and fome Re- 
laio'd. {*) yidi Outum De Sacrificiis. 

Plutarch 
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Plutarch hints at others) why JVifiw^, in hit 
religious Inftitutions, injoin*d the Rammn 
to turn round (b) when they prayed. But to 
return to our Author. 

I T is here again, in the very fame PSige, 
where he had fo manfully cry*a out againft 
poGtive Aflertions, not undiverting to have 
nim giving us his Word and Honour, *Tn 
certainly more for the Beauty and Order &€> 
without fo much as intimating any W7>y or 
Wbertfore. But of thefe Things there is no 
End but the End of the Kehla^ and I need 
not point out what every Reader muft him- 
felf m every Leaf obferve. 

His next Breath is fpent in raifing a 
Duft, if I may fo exprels my felf, about 
the more EJpecial Prefence of God, without 
defining to others, or, I verily believe, know* 
ing himfelf, what he means by it ; For my 
own part, I freely acknowledge, I have no 
Notion of the more Efpeciaf Prefence of 
the Univerfal Prefence ; for were it at all 
Special^ it would not be Univerfal. The 
Difqutfition upon Worfhiping towards the 
East, proceeds on this Footing ; *• That 
*' we ought to addrefs our felves to- 
«' wards aie Objeft we adore : That the 
^ Objeft we adore is the Perfon of God : 
«« That the Perfon of God is every where 
«* equally prefent : That therefore it ought 
•^ to be equal to us which way we addrefs 



{h) To v^00-xuiMf wi^fftf$iAinti. .Circumagas te dum 
Deos adorar. Plutarchi NumJi ex Ttaduc: Cruferii Sc 
XilandrL f. 6^. 

*' our 
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" our fclvcs.'* This fome would think is 
good ph\in fcnfe •, but, right or wrongs AlkiblO' 
was to be opposed \ and the Opponent be- 
gins here with this pithy Qucftion : *• IFould ^^ ^ ^« 
" 'jou infer that God is equally^ or after the fame 
*« manner^ prefent in Hell as be is in Heaven ? 

I F he fpeaks, as the Author of the Dif 
quifttion does» with regard to his Real Ejfen- 
tial Prefence ; Why not ? What (hould hin- 
der him ? Can Place alter the Prdcncc or 
Perfon of the Deity ? Is the Divine Nature 
capable of any Change or Variety f But if 
he fpeaks with regard to the Splendor or 
Glories of Heaven, or the Manner wherein 
God is there attended or ferv'd \ thefe are 
no more his Prefence, than the Furniture and 
Retinue of a Court arc the Perfon of the 
King. 

But let our Author anfwcr for himfcif, 
and he will tell you {non propter folitum) 
Some Difference muft CERTT/lINLYbe allowed. 
And then he contents himfclf to defirc, 
*' The Article of Chrift's Afcenfion may k. f,6j 
** be confider*d, together with fcveral meta- 
** phorical Texts of Scripture, wherein 
*' Mention is made of God's dwelling in 
*' Heaven, and of his having a Throne and 
" Seat there. 

I N anfwer to all which I need only defirc 
the firft Words of our I^ord'i Prayer may 
be confiderM, together with the Expofition 
(not to mention many others of our moft 
Orthodox Divines) of the ingenious Dr. Man- 
gey ; who tells us, •• ^TU to accommodate 
^' thcmfclves to human Conccptlons« the 

** Script- 
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«' Scriptures talk of Heaven as the Place of 
*' God's more immediate Refidencc ; and 
•* that therefore alfo it is there call'd his 
" Throne and his Dwelling-place, {a) 

And our Author, confiderine his Ac- 
quaintance with MajemonideSj neea not have 
been ignorant, *' That in Holy Writ Dwell- 
** ing or Refiding are attributed to God in 
** a figurative Senfe only :" (b) '* That pro* 
•' perly fpeaking God cannot be faid to 
*' dwell or refide any where ; fince he is 
*^ himfelf the Habitation of the Univcrfc, 
** not the Univerfe of him :(c) And again,! 
*' That God has {d) no particular Place, 
*• with refpeA to which Man may draw near 
" to, or remove from him, as feme blind 
*' Buzzards do imagine : Which (Tays he) 
«' do thou obferve and take heed to.^* 

But having to his own Satisfaftion dc- 
monftrated Heaven^ in reference to the reft oj 
the material fVbrld^ to be the Place of God^s 
more Efpecial Refidence, our Author proceeds 
to aflure us — *' So are Places called upon bj 
bis Name the Places of his more efpecial Rtfi^ 
dence upon Earth. 

This he wonderfully corroborates by 
two Texts at once, one of which happens 
to fuperfede the other : For whereas God 



(4) Sit his Pratlical Difcourfis on the Lord'i^Prayer^ 
p. 18. (if) Sti his More Nevochim per Buxtorf Par. 1. 
C4p, 25. (0 Ipfe eft Habitaculum mundi, non rero 
iDundus Habitaculum ipfius: ibid* Cap, 70. {d) Non 

3uod Deus Locum habeat ad quem Homo poflec acce- 
ere, aut ab illo removeri, ut Cues quidam fibi imagi- 
nantur, quodtttobfi^rvafcanimadTerte: ibid.Cj/. 60. 

by 
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iK by declaring {ExqL xx. 24,) In all Places 
whire I record fay Name^ I will c(nne unto 
ibee, and I will blefs tbee^ fccms to have ap- 
ropriatcd his Publick Worfliip to particu- 
Places of his own Appointment, under 
I the Jewijh Oeconomy, our blcffcd Saviour, 
« by afluring his Difciples {Mat, xviii. 20.) 
iJ 1VHERE Two or "Three an gathered to^ether^ 
I in my Name, THERE am I in the AflDST 
I of them, plainly takes off this Appropriation 
I in th^Chriftian Difpcnfation : I am furprisM 
I therefore, to hear thefe fo different Paffagcs 
I both to the fame Purpofc. 
I This howcveris Ground fufHcicnt for an 
f heavy Charge upon the Family of the Somc- 
^ bodies : For Some there are, it fcems, who 
( have been pleased to fay, in regard of Confciencc, 
Holinefs^ and Religion, all Places are equal and 
; alike: And amongft the reft, the Author of 
Alkibla is brought in guilty of not believing 
both Sides of a Contradiftion, viz. ** That 
** he who is by nature equally in all Places 
** is more efpecially in fome Places.** Where 
it is manifeft by the Terms he ufes, that by 
tjie Prefence of God in that Difcourfc, he 
means the real Perfon of God, not any fuper- 
natural Manifeftation, divine Influence or 
Operation, which arc fomctimes figuratively 
call'd his Prefence, but of which his Subjeft 
led him not to enquire : He therefore Hands 
clear of that Difpute. 

B u T I would advifc our Author for the 
future to be more cautious how he ctlls 
about his Brands, becaufe he knows not, I 
find, whofe Houfc they may fire. Concern- 
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ing the HoHnefs of Churches, the authorisM 
Doftrine of the Church of England, to the 
bell of my Judgment, is this, viz. ** That I 
Churches are indeed call*d Holy, and 
counted Holy, yet not of themfelves, but 
for that the People reforting thereunto arc 
Holy, and exercife themfelves in Holy 
** Things." 

And the ingenious Expofitor (a) of 
the Lord's-Prayer above-mention*d writes, 
That the Jews (ivom their Opinion of 
God's more Efpecial Prefence) fccm to 
** have conceived a Vain Notion^ that All 
*' Worlhip was confined to Jerufalem, and 
*' that their Prayers wefe not fo well affur'd 
** of Acceptance from any other Place; 
** our Saviour therefore, to oppofc this nar- 
*< row Opinion^ requires us to pray to our 
•' Father in Heaven ; (hewing by this, that 
** our Petitions have equal Acccfs tp him 
•* from All Places.'* 

And that moft reverend Prelate Arch- 

bifhop King (b) waxeth yet more bold, and 

even in his celebrated Difcourfe againft th? 

Di (Tenters frankl'j declares , *' That Circumt 

fiances of Place, and the like, give us no 

Advantage, and are of no value towards 

making our Worfhip acceptable." 

*T I s remarkable alfo that both theft 

moft Orthodox Divines father their Divinity 

upon our Saviour himfelfj fo that I wim 
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(«) Dr.Afangiy ubi fupra. 
. (^) Sec his Difcourfe concerning the Invention of 
Men in the Worlhip ot God, Ed. 5. ?. 113. 
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even he efcapcs the Lafh of this furious 
Driver. What Dr. Mange'^ fays you have 
already heard : The Archbifhop thus pro- 
ceeds *' This Meaning of the Words, 

{viz. concerning Worlhiping in Spirit 
and in TruthJ direftly anfwers our Sa- 
*' viour*s Defign, which was to (hew the 
* Samaritan Woman, that the Time was 
coming that the Worfhip offered to God 
under the Gofpel, would be nothing more 
acceptable for being offerM at Jerufaletriy 
or Mount Gerizimy or any other Pl a c b ^ 
but the Heart being right. All Places 

*• were alike : We affirm therefore, 

'* as our Saviour hath here taught us, that it 
*' is only from the Heart or Spirit that our 
*' Worlhip becomes acceptable to God, and 
*' that the Time or Place where *tis offisr'd, 
" contributes Nothing to our Acceptance.'* 
So then not only the Author of Alkibla^ 
not only this fmall Teacher, I fay Cwho 
really is out of the Controverfy) but 
Dr. Mangey, Dr. King^ and even the great 
Matter and Teacher of us all, our Saviour 
Chrift, God bleffed for ever, are involved in 
the fame common Accufation of being 
a meer Set of Jeroboam'^ advancing Argu-^ K. f. 8, 
mentSy very proper to be alledged againft all 
Jlated and publick Place of Worfhip^ which will 
at an J timeferve to demolijh our Churches, ifc- 
face our Altars, and with refpe5t to Confcience^ 
defiroy "THE Obligation to all Publick fVorfhip. 
As if there were not a Variety of Arguments, 
of the greatcft Weight, for the Pub- 
lick Worlhip of God, which would have 

C 2 ftood 
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ftood entire and unanfwcrable as long as ihe 
World Ihall laft, tho» the Doadne of his 
more Efpecial Refidence in fome pardcuhr 
Places never had prevaiPd ! And it fhootdi 
mitbinh^ defervc the Confideration of i 
Preacher, that by affirming that the Denial of 
this ibie Argument dellroys the Obligi* 
tion to all Publick Worfhip, he does^ Wnh 
felF deny^ and thereby, as nur as in him lieS) 
deftroy all other Arguments for this g^enerat 
Duty of Mankind, which for Reafons^ too I 
many to be now mentionM, where-evefj 
prailicabU^ is indifpenfable. But to proceed. 

Our Author having thus, by the Pro- 
foundnefs of his Art, brought /the more 
Efpecial Prcfenqc of God within the Com- 
pais of Stone Walls, is ftill a little fufpicious I 
there are fome would be apt to think, Ht 
^t% had not done much Service to the Catt/e hi 
efpoufi^ unlefs he could reduce it alfo in a 
more efpecial Manner to the East End of 
the Church. 

For this he durft not entirely depend 
upon either of his Texts above-cited : That 
of the Gofpel concluded thus — T^htrtam I 
(hot in the Eaft of *em, but cxprefsly) in 
the midft of *em : This would have fpoir d all. 
That of Exodus declares only,.-/» all Places 
where I record my Name^ I will come unto 
thee^ and I will blefs thee: Which Declara- 
tion our Author himfclf conceived determi- 
ned nothing more than the Efpecial Refi* 
dence of God*s Prefcnce with reffeSl to the 
*• ^ ^* Church in general Rather therefore than the 
Scripture Ihould fall Ihorc of his Purpoie, 

ht 
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he ventures to mukc m AiUifh9$ f$ /<V T»xt^ 
andaimrxrstothct\MTgoii\gWonfeTM*5it^- - 1^ f** 

Mtm$fiM ^f m^ Nsmt Jlstll M WWch^ by 
help of the Itafuk ChkV^^tr he h^s in4H>s\l 
unon the l\ibHck us the E$iflijh TMtuiiti^n \ 
whereas the Vcrlc clolcs with thefc WorUs— 
/ xviU Hcfs ibet. 

I would not willinffly any Man fl\ouUl 
hear from me in 4 f^nNkk fMMmfr what may 
not be to his private Satlsfaftion i yet I cannot 
but think it fit, fomc Care Ihould be taken 
i9 prevtMt tbt mifehitv^ifs CpuJ^Wificts t$ wbkb 
Jhcb hofi Prnnks in Divimty oavt 4 mtnr^t 
^TtNiUmy: The mildcft Turn we can give 
that now before us is, that it is an Inter- 
polation of Scripture : And I might appeal 
to St. j^nftifi (a) himfclf whether as the Pre- 
varicators, fo alfo the Interpolators of the 
Divine Laws ought not to be rcltralnM, or 
in the Words ofour Articles, h ie rthuk^i. 



(4) fiM, Whether St Anftin himrdf hii not rectiv*d 
the like Jff$Pr$vfmn$t by the fime htndi even tn tht 
irery Title Page ? Thii wpuld be stk^^d in rt$M$ In- 
deed : And yet whoever will tike the Psini to turn to 
the 8<th Ep. of thli Father, will be very apt to con* 
dude, fUi h fh$ v$ry Ci^i* 

— But what would not a Man do for a Motto to 
hii MIndF What a Miifortune it wai he did not think of 
the nth Article of the Creed of Pope Urn IV i Thli 
would have done without mendini, ^U. / mi/l/rmly 
nteivi Mnd mirsa th$ Af^iUisl snd MHup^hsl 

Bu( 
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But this, ic feems, was neceflary in or- 
K. ^.9. der to fupport what, in the fumming up of 
his Scheme, he makes the third Article (tho*, 
as I hinted before, it is there mifplac*d, and 
fhould have been the fecond) viz, That there 
is the fame Reafon for Eajiward Adoration in 
the Cbriftian Churchy as there was for JVefi- 
ward in the Jewijh. Which, in fliort, he 
thus demonftrates •, " The general Promifc | 
*' (Exod. XX. 24.) of God's coming unto 
*' and blefling his People in all Places where 
K /. 10 " his Name is recorded, fby virtue of an 
additional Claufe of Scripture) ** is par- 
*' ticularly applied to the Places where the 
*' Remembrance or Memorial of his Name 
'' fhall be ; that therefore as the Jews^ on 
*' this account, worlhiped with their Faces 
*' towards the ^^, fo ought wc to worfhip 
*' with our Faces towards the Eaft ; Bb- 
** CAUSE, in fine ^ where we have no exfrefs 
*• Co7nmand in the New Tejiamentj to deter^ 
** mine our Praffice, we ought to be direHed 
" b'j the Analogy of the Old. 

T H I s is fomewhat indeed ! But omit- 
ting certain Doubts that may arife concern- 
ing the Premifes, and fuppofing alfo the 
Chriftian World ("which it never yet did) 
ihould come into the Conclufion, would 
they not be apt to ask. How then comes 
it to pafs, our Chancels are not buih, as 
the Holy of Holies was, towards the Weji ? 
Why are not our Altars plac'd, as the 
Mercy -Seat was, the fame way ? I heartily 
therefore wifh our Author as much Joy of 
the Golden Rule of Analogy as if it were 

his 
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his own, and he had not ftolc the Blunder : 
But I cannot better difpatch this flirewd Head 
of the Kebhy than by throwing one Line of 
Horace at it, 

Siuiddignum tantoferet hicPro?nifforlli atv ? 

I fhall only here add, There are, I con- 
fefs, many Things pafs'd over in both Arti- 
cles, which, did I precend to be critical in 
fmall Matters, ougnt not to have efcap'd my 
Notice : In this Expreflion for Inftance 
(p. y.) So are Places caWd upon by bis Name^ 
is one of thofe Flowers of Rhetorick, for 
which I need not fay what a School-Boy 
might probably fuffer ; and what a School- 
master would deferve, is what (not to be 
behind-hand with him in Civility) lam at 
prejent unwilling to name. 

Again (p. 9.) he makes a Trip in Anti- 
quity, and unfortunately over-turns the 
Mercy-Seat, the two Cherubims, Pot of 
Manna, both Tables, and altogether: For 
whereas Mofes^ according to the Command 
he received from God (Exod. }acvi. 34J had 
carefully placed the Mercy-Seat upon the 
Ark (where alfo the Learned of ^Jl fprmef 
Ages have been pleas*d to let i; l^wdj our 
modern Antiquary has fum^d the /irk ufpi$ 
the Seat •, and thus j^t If ft, by hiji own CQ-Ht 
fequence, broi^ht the mor? iEfpcciaJ Pre- 
fence under a Box. 

3vx 
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B u T *tis not generous to infult a Man 
when he is down ; I rather wifh it were 
in my Power to help him up again. He 
might indeed have clear'd his Hands of fpmc 
Incumbrances of this nature, by calling 
them upon the Corredbor of the Prefs, had 
he not made it Part of his Glory to have 
been his own Corrector ; no doubt therefore 
he did his Office the more favourably. I 

1 N his Introduftion of his Third Article, 
viz. concerning the Praftice of the Heathens, 
he allows my old Friend to have been fome- 
what curious on the Occafion, and that it 
makes a conftderable Figure in his Difquifi- 
K. ^ 10. tion : but tells him withal, it is nothing to the 
Purpofe. 

A N Obfervation which, ^bating the Com- 
plaifance of it, deferves no other Reply than 
How come you to think fo ? When the pro^ 
fejjed Defign of the Difquifition upon Wor- 
Ihiping towards the Eaft was to lhew» 
*' The general Antiquity, Rife, and Rca- 
** fonablenefs of that religious Ceremony in 
*' the Gentile World." 

But, that whatever Ceremonies were 

JDraftis'd by the Heathens, are therefore un- 
awfui to Chriftians, is an Argument of our 
Ibid, Author's own Suggeftion, and very unjuftly 
fathered on my old Friend -, tho% by the by. 
I do not think the Heathenifli Extraftion of 
a Chriftian Ceremony gives any great Luftrc 
to its Pedigree. 

However, he takes care to be very 
tragical on the Occafion ; and by the help of 
a little fecond-hand Declamation^ reprefeiits 

this 
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this wicked Alkibla-'oa advancing Arguments 
againjl all bodily and exteriour JVorJhip^ and^^\ 
even againjl the mojt comfortable Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Chrift. 

This alfo is a common Figure in mo- 
dern Rhetorick, and I think may be moft 
properly calPd The Halloo in Cdntro- 
verfy, as 'tis a Signal amongft Chriftian Di- 
vines engaged in Difpute with each other, 
when 'tis their more immediate Plcafure their 
Adverfaries fhould be worried by the Popu- 
lace, 

£s? verfo pollice Vulgi 

S^emlibet occidunt populariter. 

But I am glad to undeftand his Zeal in 
this Cafe ferves only to put my old Friend 
in Mind of an Obfervation of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton upon an impertinent Scribler that would 
be making Holes in him, under Pretence of 
mending *em, ^* This Gentleman, faid the 
*' good Knight, feems very little concerned 
*^ to underftand what he writes againft. 

B u T we muft not here omit what he intro- 
duces with a Moreover, Moreover^ faith 
he, if what you obferve be true y and it is a^^p* u. 
*Thing very indifferent which way we turn our 
felves in making our Addreffes to God\ and 
again J a Tubing by Natureyerfeiily indifferent ; 
you muft cmfefs it ftill indifferent ^ tho* abused 
by Idolaters ; for the Nature of Thifjgs is im- 
mutable j and no fnore changes by the rrafficeSj 
than by jbe Sentiments of Men. 

Most metaphyfically fpoken! "But yet 
there is a certain Book, cpmmpnly Called 

D the 
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the Canons and Conftitutions of the Churd 
of England^ which cxprefsly tells us,^ 
Things of tbemfelves indifferent do in fofflC 
fort alter their Natures^ when they art 
either commanded or forbidden by a law- 
*' ful Magiftrate, and as they may not be 
omitted at every Man*s Pleafurc contrarY 
to Law, when they be commanded^ p 
neither ma'j they be ufed when they are pit 
•' hibited.'' {a) ^ 

Now if, as Alkibla intends, 'tis in Nature 
perfedtly indifferent which way you happen 
to face in divine Service, why fhould you 
make a Ceremony of turning Cas for inftance, 
at the Creed) one particular ft^ay ? Efp^ 
cially fince all Ceremonies are forbidden in 
the Church of Englandy which are not en- 
join'd in our Common-Prayer-Book, ai 
This no where is ; and therefore its Naturt I 
is fofar chang*dj that whereas before it was 
lawful^ it is now unlawful. And this I take 
to be the main Point in difpute, and upon 
which, as the very Cardo rei ^tho* perhaps I 
fliould not fo foon have blabb'cl out the 
Secret) this Controverfy will turn at laft. 

What more follows in this Part is fuch 
meer Oppofition for Oppofition's fake, in a 
word, luch a Shadow-Ptghting^ that were it 
not out of regard to the Charafter of that 
learned Gentleman, whofe Hand fo plainly 
appears in it, I Ihould not think it dcfcrvM I 
the leaft Notice. 

The Author of Alkibla having in hii 
Title-Page proposed to fhew the general An- 

* Canon i% 

tiquity 
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tiquity of the Cuftom whereof he treated, 
had fhewn it to have been the received Prac- 
tice of various Nations of old, by a Variety 
of Authorities, which, taken all together, 
are fufficiently conclufive of his Dcfign ; 
but that our Letter-writer might ftill feem 
to oppofc, he nibbles at fome Particulars, 
and then a Glut of Readings is pour*d out 
upon us to prove what, I believe, no Man 
ever denied, viz. "That the Antients had 
** different Cuftoms alfo in this particular,'* 
I This he might modeftly have concluded my 
i old Friend l^new as well as he could tell him, 
, when in the Courfe of his Difquifition he 
had obferv'd it, and in his very third Pa^e 
thus exprefs'd himfelf : '* So bufy and fruit- 
ful is Fancy, that it has produced various 
Opinions and various Parties on this very 
Occafion, as will abundantly appeal* to 
any one who will be at the Pains to fearch 
after them," But his Bufmefs was only 
to eftablifli the general Antiquity of the 
Cuftom then in hand, not to dilpute that of 
any other ', or fo much as to enquire, which 
was the moft antient, or, if I may fo ex- 
prefs my felf, the moft general. 

HowBVBR, as this Queftion is now ftart- 
cd, if we may believe Mr. Selden^ he tells 
us, " 'Tis for the moft part allowed, 
*' that the Heathens did in general look to- 
*« wards the Eaji when they pray'd, even 
«' from the firft Ages of the World *," But 

"* Admittitur plerumque Gentiles ^«»«r4//j»Orientem 
inter precandum— a vetuftiifiinii letiam feculis fpedaiTe. 
dcSynedriit. £.3. m6. § 2. 
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fincc our Author, being retained, it fecnu, 
on the other Side, has thought fit to amufc 
us with n nccdiefs lixcurfion to Ihcw hii 
1 ^earning, I fluill niako bold ulfo to give a 
brici' Sprciinrn of his Judgment and Inte- 
grity on the Occiifion. 

K.^ II. /</'>/* (btf /lltars look towards the Enfl^ he 
iiHowH was f to ufe his own Phrafc) a generd 
rnriv'd Maxim in the Time of Augujlus Ca- 
far ^ and confcquently that worfl)iping to- 
wards the Enjl was the generally rcceiv*d 
Cudom in that Age: But, fays he, in the 

K.^ II. ^{V^^ prcccdina. Let the Altars look towark 
the It'rjl^ in all Probability^^ was as general 4 
rrcri'V'd Maxim : Uy^iptus (in a mofi obfcurc 
Padajj^t) he tells us, is dear to the Purpok 
and gives us to underftand that it is al/ojar' 
thcr (anfirm'd by the Tejlimomes of Llemein 
Ab'X(Uidrimi,\^ Dionyfius 'Ihrax^ and Pcrpbyrj^ 
dfclaring all with llyjiinus^ that the Tcm» 
i)Ics of tlu' Anticnts lookM towards the 
)VeJl : Yft (bine particular Inllanccs our Au* 
ihor tliinks he has met with of odicrs thai 
lookM lowauls the Nor/h^ and others to- 
wurils the Souih^ and one he knows not 

K.;. 14. how Now ('quoth he) the Po/t lion oj 

their /lltars^ before which all the Temple^Scr- 
vice was performed, varied according to the PO' 

K./. 15. fitioft of their 'rmplrs \ and if the Front oj 
the 'lemple was to the Norths then (bay wot' 
fhiped with their Jwcs towards the South % if ti 
the Souths then with their Juices towards tbi 
Morth, and fo of the rt^ff.^^--Coi)lr quantly there- 
fore in thole antienr Timca, when (according 
to our A uthorN anticnt Authorities; l*emples 
generally look'd towards the If^efl^ Men «• 

neraily 
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ncrally worlhipcd towards the Eafi, 
What fine Thincs arc a clear Ikadmil a khtd 
jldverfaryl Had my old Friend wanted Au- 
thorities for the Antiquity of Eadward Ado- 
j ration amongft the I Icathcns, where could 
he have been better fupy)hed ? 

Most gladly therefore would I make his 
Inlegriiy as, clear as his Judgment \ but nuilt 
conTcfs 'tis pad my Power to reconcile with 
common Equity his producing, for inilance, 
Clemens Alexandrinus as an Authority that 
the Heathens worfhiped towards the IVeft^ 
becaufc he had faid, that their mojl antient 
Temples looked that way^ when, had iiot his 
Mouth been ftopp'd in the midll: of his Evi- 
dence, we flioulcl immediately have heard ic 
was — That thofe whojland with their faces to^ 
wards the Images^ may learn to turu to 
the Eaji*. His bringm(^ into Court fo 
many other Witncflcs a^auift his own Caufe 
might probably be owing to what we call 
an Kfror, fntelicilus^ which mv old Friend 
himfclf allows to be very pardonable % for, 
alas ! faid he, JVe are not all horn to fie Con- 
fcquences • But to clap his Hand in fuch 
a violent Manner to the Throat of a Father^ 
1 muft needs fay, looks a little wilful ^ and 
fcarcc deferves Benefu of Clergy^ efpjKcially 
in one who profelTes fo luft a Veneration for 
the Difiiples of the Apojtlcs : But this will ap- K. p 39. 
pear the leTs furpriflng, if we confider only 
..... He that has learnt co add to thie Scrip- 

imlfu Strom. 1.6. p. 056. 
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turcs, need not be taught to curtail the Far 
thers. 

K./. 13. To beg a little more Patience : As to the 
Grcscians^ fays he, / think the Scboliaft upon 
Pindar is not afufficient Authority to determm 
their Pra5iice^ it being uncertain what Age or 
Country he refers to. 

If then the Authority of the Scholiaft 

K.^.4. was not to his Satisfaftion, why did he not 
take up with that of his own Bifhop, whofe 
joint Authority my old Friend offers on the 
Occafion, and to whom aJfo he owns him- 
felf indebted for what he has from the Scho- 
liaft, to whofe Teftimony, *tis remarkable, 
the Bifhop makes no fuch critical Objedlion 
as the Vicar : And truly, for my part, ra- 
ther than feem to bring his Lordfhip's Judg^ 
ment in Queftion, I (hould have taken it 
for granted, that the Scholiaft in his Notes 
referred to the Cuftoms of the People fung 
of by his Poet, and that the Age of thefe 
Cuftoms was, at the loweft, the Age of Pin- 
dar, who with fome may pafs for an old 
Greek : However, if a more direft Tefti- 
mony of the antient Obfervance of this 
Prafticc in thefe Parts would be more ac- 
ceptable to our Author and his Friends ; 
Sophocles^ who is but few Years fhort of 
Pindar J makes it as old as Oedipus f. 

K.p. 15; A 8 to the Magians ; PFE grant , fays he, 
that they did worjhip towards the Eaft. This 
Grant then, it feems, having been pafs'd by 

t K^i x^^^ «'«»I« ^^^plrw w, Ocd. Col. V.489. 

our 
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our Keblijis with a Nemine contradicente^ one 
would have thought all was over here : But 
an Obfervation arifes, viz. and fo did the 
Eflcnes, who were never blamed upon this ac- 
count bj our Saviour^ nor (he might have 
faidj upon any other. Our Saviour poffibly 
never had occafion to fpeak of *em ; but one 
who had, tells us exprefsly, — " This Prac- 
tice of theirs was contrary to the Law of 
God*. 

But though, for once, he allows what 
my old Friend fays to be true ; yet, fays he. 
How comes Herodotus to be your Advocate in 
this Cafe ? 

This Queftion I therefore ask*d him my- 
felf ; and his Anfwer was, ^' That not having 
*' the Book at hand, he relied upon Vojfius •,'• 
inwhofe ^heol. Gent. (lib. 2. r. 3.^ I actually 

find thefe Words Sic Magos precatos refert 

Herodotus Lib. i ^. But whether this Hifto- 
rian any where relates this, or not, is of no 
great Importance -, fincc my Friend proves 
it from another, againft whom no Exception 
lies, our Author himfelf acknowledges the 
^ruth of it, and the Reader is not therein 
imposed upon : I wifti I could fay the. fame 
of many Particulars in a certain learned Let- 
ter. I fhall here add one only to thofe I 
have already inftancM : ^he Temple of Dea 
Syria Cfays he) faced the North ; and for this 
he quotes Lucian^ who could not poITibly 



* Hoc fadum eft adverfus Infiitutum Legis divinae, 
Ux,ich, viii. 1 6. 

Scalig. Elench. Tribaer. Cap. 20. 

have 
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have told us more exprefsly than he doc$, 
** that it look'd towards the Rifwg Sun * 

Our Author next proceeds, without the 
leaft Regard either to the general Opinioo 
of approved Writers, or the particular Rca- 
fons afEgn'd on that Head in Alkiblay [p. 8.) 
to controvert the received Notion of the Surf$ 
being the firft Idol of Mankind, upon thi 

K.^. i6. Footing only, viz. That the Worfhip of tk 
Moon and Stars was very antient alfo. 

T o complete the Matter, the Spirit of 
Controverfy growing ftill more ftrong upool 
him, he makes it a Queftion, whether tk 
Sun was ever worjhip^d at all or not : And! 
wonder truly (fince my old Friend happens 
to be on the Affirmative) he did not make 
it another, whether it everjhone or not. 

But the Idolatry of the Sun being hi- 
therto taken for granted on both Sides, and 
on both Sides eftabli(h*d by fufficient Au- 
thorities, fome perhaps may be defirous to 
hear how he came to turn Sceptick on this 
Point alfo. 

For this he will tell you. After tbatCA- 

Jeb.^.i7.fus bad chared the Jews with worfbiping tbc 

' Sun^ Moon &c, Origen replies^ we do mt 

worfhip the 5««, nor is it lawful^ »•» U ptif tSfui 

dSif -, by which it is plain Origen diftingu^ 

K./. 18. hetween fainting and worfhiping the Sun j mi 
whether the HeathenSj amongH whom 4bb 
Cuftom was^ did not make this Diftin^ion^ is 
not known. 



« *0 Jl fm ^VN fbip h '»i^^ dftintt. p. 1070. Bi 

Bnrfclot, 

This 
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This is one of thofc Aflcrtions, which 
I fuppofc needs no Confutation •, but ice 
what fays Alkibla (p. 48, 49.) I would here 
alfo beg Leave juft to obferve there is a 
Point on which it would become the moji 
Learned to be ftill more fceptical than upoa 
the idolatrous Worfliip of the Sun or Moon 
either, and that is with refpeft to their own 
Sufficiency^ and perfeil Knowledge of the Fa- 
thers ; for Origen is fo far from rcprefenting 
Celfus as charging the Jews with worfhiping 
the Sun, that on the contrary he * rcprc- 
fents his Quarrel againft them to be for not 
worfhiping it. This is indeed to mifreprc- 
fent the Senfe of the Father, and fuch a 
Mifreprefentation it is, that it would per- 
haps puzzle the f^icar^ and all his Coadjutors 
to find out any thing like it even in JL- 
KIBLA. Yet is there worfc to come, as in 
its proper Place will foon appear; but I 
muft firft clofe this Head with an Obferva- 
tion of another Nature, for which our Au- 
thor has given me frequent Occafion. 

I cannot but obfcrvc 'tis a general Com- 
plaint with him, that he can*t find. Thus 
m the Page laft cited, *' You fay f quoth he) 
*' that this Eaftward Adoratioa is the very 
'* Reverfc of that praftis'd in God's own 
Houfe", and I grant it % but 1 no where 



tcj %i h rmh «yyiAif| vXwi, rk (nfA^vorilx }i uiiu fi^t^ft («^i 

p. 134. ivhich compare with Book 8. p.421. of Dr 5/#»< 
€$r'i Edition. 

£ Find 
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Find that their Weft ward Adoratioft w» 
prcfcrib'd in Oppofition to any Iciol^cry 
then in being, or that ic wa$ of Djivin^ Ir^ 
tktian. 

Since then I perceive the Gentlcom 
has no Luck at Findings I would put hUn in 
a Way for once : Let him theq pleafe only 
to turn to the 13th Page of Alkibla^ vA 
take this Piece of Advice along with hin^ 
viz. never to Jhut his Eyes when be looks jm 
any things and he will perhaps finc|. moml 
than he defires to fee : If that fhould not I 
fully fatisfy him. Dr. Spencer "^ will f^itHoT 
tell him — '' God by a determinate C^mA 
" would have his People in this CMe ufea 
•• Rite and Ceremony contrary to tba£<rf 
" the Heathens". Others may not perils^ 
exprefsly tell us, where they find this tjohave 
been the Reafon of the Institution ; za ScaUr 
ger^ who yet for the Divinity of it lyuncSi 
his Texti". 

But whoever will undertake to help our 
Author out as oft as he is at a lois for wamt 
of Findings had need to have KtUc cjfe to 
do ; for fcarce are we advapc'd tbrce l«iiMk 
before he makes his old Return, vizi^ JUi^n 
ejl inventus. I no where find that the AdkfXf- 
Seat was placed Wc&yfaiTd by Divine Direiikm^ 



* NimirumvoluitDeuf, c#r/<»w»/?/w, Popalum faom 
hac Id parte contrario Ethnids more & ritu uti : in Ut 
tuh. p. 849. ^' 

t Eknch. Trihaeres. ubi fupra. See likewife ^A^iMiw 
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H E t E ftgain I t«rduld once more be at 
his Service, and dcfir e him only to turn to 
the 26th of Exod. (which he has himfelf 
cited on this dccafion) obferve the Direftions 
laft given^ and by thfe help of ah eafy Infe- 
rfcncc. He will certainly find the Mercy- 
Seat was as ftif ely plac^ Weftward in the 
Tabernacle, by Divine Direftion, as was the 
1 Holy of Holies. And I may now venture 
I to leave it to imr Author himfelf to judge, 
I whether f aocordirig tb his own Doftrine of 
[Memorials^ Weftward Adoration was not 
n then of Divine Ififtitutidh. 

pROOfeB'Dwe rtoty to the Fourth Article, 
viZj Tou have not dealt fairly by the Fathers 
ef the Church in many Particulars. 

O !^ the ofther Hand, if there be any Truth 
in an O^A'CLfi, my old Friend " h^s ve- 
** ry juftly txpos*d moft of the Reafohs gl- 
" ven by the Aurtients, ind in a Very lively 
** Maii^er.** But as Oracles ^ere apt to be a 
little ombigMOUs of old, I (hall not chufe to 
depend too nftuch upon a modem one. 

T ft E Gharge in the Body of the Kebla is 
introduced thus,—// ivere to be wiJhH Tou /r.d 10.) 
hoi been jhrntwhlut mt>re impartial in you'r Cen- 
fitres^ and Mdre e^caStly attended to the Senje and 
Deftgn cf tbie Fathers^ in jour Difyuifition npoh 
ibtir Rujbnsfbr Eaftiimrd Adorati&n: 

As to C^uHs, my old Friend {p\ 48.) 
tJtprefly leaves cvet-y Mtn to judge for him- ' 
felf : Aftd to take off all Ifrt|)reffi&'h of the 
groundlefs Infmuations. following, I iieed 
tranfcribc only two Ihort Claufes from Al- 
kibla {f. 19^ 20.) viz. *^ 1 Ihall .produce 

E 2 " about 
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about half a Score fuch (Reafons) for their 
*' Praftice, as were moll current in the 
*' Primitive Times, or have fince been 
** thought Original ; — — and that I may be 
** the lefs obnoxious to the Imputation either 
'* of ignorantly mifapprehending, or wil- 
*' fully mifreprefenting the Senfe of the Fa- 
*' thers on this Occaiion, I fhall chufe to 
*' exprefs it in the Words of fuch of our 
*' approved Authors, as have been moft 
" juftly celebrated for their Learning, Judg- 
*' ment, and Integrity/* 

This is the Courfe aftually taken in the 
Difquifttion ; and the Writers principally fol- 
lowed are Cave^ Bingham^ the Author of The 
Inquiry into the Conjiitution^ &c. of (be Pri* 
mitive Churchy &c. — Men above all Sufpi- 
cion of Difrefpe6t or Prejudice towards the 
Fathers. Their Works are, or ought to 
be, in the Hands of every Clergyman and 
Gentleman in the Kingdom, who has any 
Curiofity to know the antient State of his 
Religion : And to Thefe the Author of AU 
hbla appeals ; nor does he defire the leaft 
F'avour, if any fingle Inftance of Dijingenuity 
or Unfair dealing be found upon him. To 
the judicious Labours, in particular, of the 
excellent Author laft mentioned, he pro- 
feffes to owe his firft Infight into the Foun- 
dation (or rather no Foundation) of this mif 
grounded Ceremony in the Church of Cbriji* : 
And how far our Kiblifts have been able to 



* Sec the Enquiry into the Conftitution, Difciplinc, 
cr#. of the Primitive Church, P^rt II. Cdp,z, 

help 
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help out the Fathers in defence of their Rea- 
fons affign*d for it, may, I think, be fairly 
left to the Judgment of every impartial Rea- 
der, without giving mylelf the Trouble of 
a particular Reply. 

But with what Face hereafter will thefe 
Gentlemen be able to tax my old Friend with 
want of ExaSfnefs in attending to the Senfe ani 
Heftgn of the Fathers^ when they have them- 
felves been adtually taken in fo notorious 
a Miftake (to fay no more of St. Clement) on 
a Paflage fo well known as that of Origen 
abovemention'd ? Yet, as I was faying, is 
there worfe to come : As an Earneft take 
this only for the Prefent. 

It had been obferv*d in Alkihla^ {p. 26.) 
" That the Eaft being the Place of Paradife 
*' .&fr, was an Argument for worfhiping to- 
" wards it, than which none feem'd to have 
" been more generally embracM and profeiP 
*' fed by the Fathers", at the Head of whom 
St. Bafil is there cited. Whereas (fay the Kib- (^P* ^S^^ 
lifts) St. BafilT^iyJ it was only the Opinion of a 
few Perfomy from whom be dijfented. And 




fome few of 
N o w I fhould be glad thefe learned Gen- 
tlemen would inform' me by what Rules of 
Conftruftion St, Bafil can be here interpreted 



runt iideles : Quae Diftiones muUoties occurmnt ia 
Scriptis Patfum *. 

^ Burnet dc FideSc OfSc. Chrift. f. pri 

to 
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to fay. It vr^s an Opinion only ^ when he fpeaks 
of it as a Thing known : How again it was 
a Point from which himfelf dijfented^ when 
He aftually affirms himfelf to be one of 
thofe who know this Thing to be fo. 

Here then have we falfe Conjiruing and 
falfe JJferUon both in a Breath ; and I mud 
beg leave to obferve upon it, there are fome, 
I find ^ can be very dogmatical^ without con- 
fidering what a Dogma means : And perhaps 
if our profefs'd Author himfelf would confult 
the Canons of St. Bafil^ as fet forth in Eng- 
lifli by Mr. Johnfon^ he would find at lafl:^ 
'twas the very Doftrine of the faid Saint, -— 
*' Praying towards the Eaft was (^)to de-* 
*' note, that we are in queft of Eden ^ that 
" Garden in the Eaft**. Confonant to which. 
Dr. Cave obferves, — " St. Bafil tells us the 
*' Myftery of it was (b) — That hereby they 
'« refpeded Paradife". And Mr. Bingham (c) 
exprefly *' This Reafon is given by 

• "St. 54/?/." 

Are Thefe then thok penetrating and pro^ 
found Divines^ who, but even now, fo grave- 
ly wifh*d Alkibla had more exaiily attended to 
the Senfe and Defign of the Fathers ! Alas, faid 
the excellent Cunceus (d)^ we blunder all \ and 

■1*111 m* \ II ■■ wmmmmmmm i . ■ 

C4)acrgyman's Vade mccum. P^trt 11. {k) Primitive 
Ghriftianity. fan I. Cap. p. (c) Antiq. B. Xf II. Ch. 8. 

{d) MaHucinamur Omnes. Prolcgom.inLib.lil. Rep. 
Hebr. Interdum vero ctiam Commcntationis matcricm 
nDbis dcdit Error aliorum & Hallucinatio, omninoque 
necefle nobis fuit confutare quofdam quos pridtmi £ru- 
ditio fua, & confentiens Hominum Exiflimatio in et- 
celfo coUocavit: Quod tamen ipfum femper rnvhi hcw 
must ibid. 

give 
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give me leave to fay after him alfo, It 
grieves me to fee the Hallucinations of 
the learned^ much more to fliew them ! 

I fhould here therefore chiife to draw the 
Curtain over all that follows in this Article, 
and with the Veil of Charity cover a Multi- 
tude. But fince our Author has thrown in 
the Way, what he calls a kmfty Pointy and 
fccms not a little to value himfelf upon it, 
it may perhaps be expedked I fhould ufe my 
endeavours, at leaft, to untie it before I pro- 
ceed. 

This knott'j Point is the Argument for 
Eaftward Adoration, taken from the Afcen- 
lion of our Saviour, which he reprefents as ' 

Poo bard for my Friend to digeft. And there- 
fore, adds He, For the better Satisfa^ion of 
the PFarld^ Idejire this Confejfion * of the Eajiern 
Church may be confider^d: viz, fVe pray to- 
wards the Eafij for that our LordChriJi^ when 
he afcended inlo Heaven^ went up that Way^ 
and there fit teth in the Heaven of Heavens above 
the Eafty according to that of David the Prophet K. p. 29^ 
in his Book^of Pjalms^ Praife the Lord which 
fitteth upon the Heaven of I-fcavens in the 
Eaft. And verily w^ make no doubt ^ but that our \ 
Lord Chriftj as- refpe£iing his Human Nature^ 

* For wbich aiw learned Author refers u^ to^ao^r^- 
hkk Manufcript iiv the Bodleian Library: But whoever 
hat the Curiofity to pcrufe Mr. Gregorys Orien$ Nomen 
tjfUt will DO longer doubt but he has there found hi& 
jtrchivi. Where aUo farther Particulars may be hadof i 
the Kekla^ by which it will at Sij^t appear how exce^d^ 
ing learned a Writer n^ hpcqmz io mi aaHpurs time 
hj ike Maeic Powers of Tkanscr'pixon. 
' " batb 
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hath his Seat in the Eajiern Part of Heaven^ and 
fttteth with his Face turned towards this fVorld: 
To pra'j therefore and w or (hip towards the Eafiy 
is to pray and worfhip towards our Saviour. 

This notable Eaftern Creed, coming fo 
ftrenuoufly recommended by our Author, I 
could not but conftder^ and the firft Thing 
that offered itfclf to my Conlideration was, 
^.^Vhether it would hear the Tejt of an Eng^ 
lijh Creed \ viz^ " Whether it might be 
*' proved by moft certain Warrants of holy 
*' Scripture *'*. Otherwife *tis no Creed 
for Us. 

It confifts of Three Articles; and the 
Firft is, That when our Saviour afcended^ He 
went up towards the Eaji : For this no Scrip- 
ture is pretended* 

The next is. That He fits in the Heaven of 
Heavens in the Eajl : For which the 68 th 
Pfalm is cited, according to the Septuagint 
Verfion ; for our own hath nothing like it, 
and therefore would not fervc turn : And 
indeed, whoever will be at the Pains to com- 
pare the 4th Verfe with the 33d in the Sep^ 
tuaginty will find that ftill lefs to the Pur- 
pofe » fince God is there reprefentcd as fitting 
upon the WEST towards the EASTf -, which 
indeed is a Notion that has fome Connexion 
with the Jewijh Kebla \ but can' give little 
Countenance to Eaftward Adoration* 

The laft Article is. And fttteth with his 
Face turned towards this World. And of this^ 



* See thoSth Article of the Church of England. 
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fays the Eaftern Church, verily we make no 
Doubt. Confequently they needed no Proof, 
and fo have offered none : But fince our Au- 
thor is a Member of a Church, which does not 
obh'ge us to believe every Thing of which 
no Doubt is made in the Eaft ; I would beg, 
in my turn, That, for the Jlill farther Satif 
faction of the Worlds Thefe brief Queries 
following may be confider*d. 

Since our Saviour's Body afcended into 
Heaven, has it not the Liberty of Heaven? 
Becaufe He is faid to fit at the Right Hand 
of God, is He therefore confined to Place 
and Pofture ? Is God's Right Hand in the 
East only ? And has our glorified Saviour for 
near 1700 Years fate like a Statue, with his 
Eyes fix*d upon a Point ? wretched Divinity ! 
What Pity (methinks) it is but our Author, 
before he fubfcrib*d this Eaftern Creed, had 
confulted Bifhop Pearfon upon that of the 
Apoftles, and a little confider'd his learned 
Notes on the Article of fitting at the Right 
Hand of God ! Pudet hcec opprobria \ 

And now I fear he would be apt to com- 

glain, fhould I pafs over his 3 2d Page, where 
e brings in my old Friend objefting. Why. 
muft the Grand Affize be held in the Valle'j of 
Jehofaphat^ and Cbriji*s Tribunal be plac*a in 
the Air overagainft Mount Olivet ? 

I N which State of the Queftion there is a 
manifefty if not a meditated^ Ficct of Injuftice 
done the Author of Alkibla\ from whofe 
"Words no manner of Objeftion can be ftated 
againft Chrift*s Tribunal being placM in any 
Part of the Air •, but becaufe he hath learn'd 

F from 
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from the Word of GoJ, that both the Judge 
and the Judged in that Day will be in the 
Air, He cannot take every Vicar*s Word 
that tells him either v^ill, ^t the fame Time, 
be upon the Earth. 

A s to the Jewijh Fiftion of the Vale of 
Jebofaphat^ 'tis indeed ^ however contrary 
to Scripture.^ as current a Tale to this Day 
ambngft the Papifts, as that of Purgatory, 
or any other Legend of their Church ; and 
may be juftly enough call'd one of thofe Re-- 
licks of Poper^j^ which too oft peep out of our 
own Pulpits : But my old Friend is ready to 
fhew, at any time, it has long fince been 
unanimoufly exploded by as great and grave 
Divines as the Reformation has in any Country 
produced, not only 2ls d. groundlefs^ but tLfenfe- 
lefs^ and ridiculous Conceit: Nay, upon Oc- 
cafion, he would be bound to produce a Fa- 
ther treating it with the utmofi Contempt and 
Scorn. 

A N D as there is nothing can be of greater 
Differvice to the Chriftian Faith, than load- 
ing it with Abfurdities, no Man, perhaps, 
better deferves of it, than he who can moft 
effeBually expofe them : This is doing fome-N 
thing more than a bare Confutation, how- 
ever folid, can pretend to. Such, at leaft, 
was the Sentiment of the moft ingenious Au- 
thor of the Clergyman's Letter of Thanks 
(the compleateft Model of modern Panegyritk) 
to Dr. ^— , whom, in a Compliment of 
the fineftTurn, he thus addrefles, — "Others 
** have in (hort confuted them, but 'tis You 
" only have exposed them**. Where the 

Praife 
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Praife of having eonfuiei the Freethinkers 
(however great^ is what he enjoys oflly in 
common with others; but to have exposed 
their falfe and foolifh Thinking is afcribM 
as the peculiar Excdler^cy, and diftinguifh- 
ing Merit of the . ii\a«tchlefs Pbileleuther-us. 

A s to the Paflage in Joel he flies to ; if Cap. iiu 
he lays the Strefs, as he appears to do, on '^* ^* 
the Phrafe Jll Nations^ I would beg leave to 
obferve to him. This Phrafe is very frequently 
found in holy Writ, to fignify the Forces 
only of the neighbouring Nations ; as when 
the Pfalmift foys, " All Nations compafs'd 
'' me round about, but in the Name of the 
*' Lord will 1 deftroy them", i^c^^c^^c^ for 
the Particulars of which, he need only turn 
to his Concordance. And might I farther 
prefumc to inilrudt our Vicar, never more 
fhould he fo interpret an obfcure Text, as 
to make it contradift plain Scripture, left 
He fliould again be found guilty of a Breach 
of Articles *, which by Degrees may amount 
to a Forfeiture of Indentures. For my old 
Friend, I am far from apprehending any 
Danger hitherto : But now comes the Firft 
mortal Wound, viz. 

The Wit 'jau are fleas* d to givcMS under the K, p.^i* 
Namt of a Worcefterfhire Diviney whom Ton 
introduce as no more able to hear talk of the 
VaU of Jjhofaphat for this Purpofe^ than the 



• Neither may it (v/?;. The Church itfelf) fo expound 
one Place of Scripture, as to make it contradift another. 
20th Article of the Church of England, 

F 2 Vah 
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Vale of Evtihgim^ is^ to fay the leaji of it^ ve- 
ry unbecoming the CharaSier of a Clergyman : 
Buffoonery upon fucb folemn SubjeSls^ is always 
unfeafonable, and deferves what^ at frefent^ I 
am unwilling to Name. 

Mitius id fane ! But had he never heard of 
a very folemn Difpute there once happened be- 
I Kings twixt Elijah and the Priefts ofBaat^ and how 
xviii. 27. yet, before they parted, it came to pafs that 
Elijah mock'd them ? Tho* they (good Men !) 
no doubt thought Mockery very unbecoming 
the Character of a Prophet^ efpecially on fucb 
SOLEMN Occaftons : And, but that they 
were a little ftreightned in point of Time, 
would foon have made the Country ring with 
his Buffoonery^ tho* they had, pretty vifi- 
bly, the worft of the Argument. And, with 
Submiflion to better Judgment, our Author, 
as far as I can fee, will never be able to main- 
tain his Poft in the Vale, but by the help of 
P<)pifh Artillery. Which puts me in mind 
of the laft Article of his Charge againft 
jilkiblay viz. 

That Eaflward Adorationy as far as can be 
coHeSledy is an JpofloHcal Tradition^ and bath 
continued in the Church ever Jince, and ought 
therefore flill to be obferv^d. 

This is the Article which, *tis evident, our 
Author values himfelf moft upon ; and yet 
to me he feems very unfortunate in every Part 
of it. Firft, fays He, as far as can be col- 
Uaedy it is an APOSTOLICAL TRADITION. 
Of this I own Father Hardinge * makes no 

* See his Anfwer to the Defence of the Apology of 
the Church of England. Artic.3.Divif* 26 

Doubt: 
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T>oubt : But neithcis?^^//, nor Gerhard^ nor 
Vofftus could colle£l any fuch thing ; and Grotius 
is exprefs to the contrary {a). And, in truth, 
it may be very fairly colle£led^ the ApQjlles 
would never intereft themfelves' in the Pro- 
pagation of a Ceremony, which has no man- 
ner of Foundation in the Nature of Things^ 
or Analogy with the Word of God j and which 
they could not themfelves have pra6tis*d in 
the moji eminent Place of their Devotion^ but 
it mull have been abominable to the Congre- py^ g^^i^^ 
gation, and they would have run the hazard cap. viii, ' 
of being fton^d^ or, at leaft, well whip'd for 
their KEBL J. 

A s for Tradition in things of this Nature, 
*tis but another Name for Hearfay : In which 
Cafe, there has been thought to be room for 
Caution, how we give an implicite Faith, 
even to the Fathers (b) ; and the more, fmce 
it appears to have been an undeniable Pradicc 
amongft them, when they wanted Argument 
to fly to* Tradition, and in their Difputes 
with each other, frequently to derive it from 
the Apoftlcs on both fides the Queftion •, of 
which there are not a few Inftances (c). 

Again : That it ( viz. The Cuftom of 

(a) Vide Tradlatum ejus dc RitibusadFinemOpcrum. 

(h) Non nimium fidcndum effe Patribus &c. res 

ipfa loquitur: Dt.Whithy in his Preface to his Stri^iura 
Pat rum : § 8. 

(c) Ex quibus in medium allatis facile eft obfervare in 
re continua Praxi obfervata, difficile efTe certum de 
Tkaditione Apodolica, ubi lis orta eft, judicium 
ferre, eo quod Secundo Seculo partes litigantes ad Tra- 
ditionem Apoftolicam^iidenter provocabant, Praxinque 
' Apoftolicaoi utrinque praetendebant. ibid. 

fraying 
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>^rsin^ towards the Eaft, for This, and not 
X'tr'H'rti^ at the C reedy is what he pleads Tra- 
vUtion for) hath continued in the Church ever 
fince^ is, to ufe his own Expreflion, falfe in 
Facfy there being very little or no Regard 
paid to it throughout the Kingdom : *Tis a 
Cuftom well known to be in general, and 
long fince difus'd, even in our moft regular 
Congregations ; of this, the common Man- 
ner of Seating our Univerfity Chapels, and 
the oldeft Stalls of our Cathedrals, are a fuf- 
ficient Demonftration. And what muft the 
World think of the Man who Ihall prate, 
and preach, and print for the Obfervation of 
a Ceremony in Devotion, which They are 
all the while Eye-witneffes he has not even 
Himfelf, the leaft regard to in the publick 
Difcharge of his Funftion ! 

As. to his final Inference, That it ought 
therefore ftill to be obferv^d ; If he would de- 
duce it hence, viz^ Becaufe it hath hitherto 
continued in the Churchy the Confequence fails, 
becaufe the Antecedent is falfe : If from this 
Confideration, viz^ Becaufe fome of the Fa^ 
thers have /aid it is an Apoftolical Tradition : 
His Inference then blackens the Reformation 
in general *, all the Reformed Churches hav- 
ing drop*d many Ceremonies that go under 
ibis Denomination^ and which have the very 
fame f Pretence to Apftolical Tradition. A- 

• Sec Rogers on the 34tb Artie t Sec Johnfons^ 
Canons of St. Bafil as abovc-citcd ; where the Chrifm, 
Trine Immcrfion, CT'i?. arc alfo accounted Apostolical 
Traditions. I might here add too. Origin pretends 
the very fame Authority for his iirange myftical Inter* 
preution of the Scripture. 

gain. 
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gain, by affirming it ought therefore Jlillto he 
obferv\dy He in a very particular Manner 
impugns the 34th Article of the Church of 
England^ which, it has been fhewn, fays of 
the Traditions of the Church in general^ 
It is not neccflary they be in all Places one 
and utterly alike, but that they may be 
chang'd.** Laftly, He arraigns and con- 
demns the Praftice of the whole Catholick 
Church of Chrift, which has laid afide not 
only Ceremonies and Inftitutions calPd Apos- 
tolical by fome three or four Fathers, 
but alfo fuch as wc know by Scripture itfelf,- 
or at leaft have no Room to doubt, were, 
aftpally derived from the Apojlles : I need. 
only inftance the Kifs of Peace^ and the Order 
of Deaconejfes •, " Both which, fays Bifhop 
^^ .Burnet^ were the Practices of the Apoflo- 
** lical Times -, but when the one gave oc-. 
♦* cafion to Raillery, and theo.ther to Scan- 
*' dal, all the World was, and ftill is fatif- 
" fied with the Reafonof letting them both- 
" fallV' 

The reverend Dr. Rogers feems to go yet 
farther on this occafion, when he fays, *' ube 
earliefi and heft Ages. of the Church did not 
think the Rules given by the Apoftjes per- 
«* petually binding, notwithftanding the 7)i- 
*' vine Direction by which they were pre- 
" fcrib*d t.'* But of this there can be na 
more proper Judge than that learned Prelate,. 
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♦ See his ExpofitioD of the Articles, p, 193. 
!|: See his Difcourfe ot the vifible and in vifible Church 
«f Chrift, ^ 47- 
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from within whofe Jurifdiftion the contrary 
Doftrine dates its prefent Rife : And to Him 
you may appeal. 

But of all Cuftoms, fays our Author, 
7i^/ of Contention and Singularity is the worjl : 
Never dreaming the Cuftom of praying to- 
wards the Eaji^ ("the only Species of Eaft- 
ward Adoration his Tradition favours^ is now 
fo generally difregarded, that the Man, and 
efpecially the Minifter, who fhbuld make a 
formal Ceremony of it, would be hi mfelf guil- 
ty of the Singularity he fo fmartly reproves. 
The Expreflion, I own, has fome Wit in it » 
and therefore I began to doubt whence it 
came : But upon a little RecoUedtion found 
it to belong to Bifliop Stillingfleet * ; who ve- 
ry honeftly adds Where there is no plain 

Reafon againft them^ i. e. againft the received 
Praftices of the Church ; otherwife he had 
ill confulted the Reputation of our firft Re- 
formers : But this, it feems, is what our Au- 
thor had no regard for. 

His next Paragraph is entirely taken up 
with Candour, Fidelity, and a fair Promife to 
receive farther and better Information when 
it is offered him. 

A s to the Candour he boafts of ; *tis well 
he fpake of it when he did, or he had been 
quite too late : Even his old Fellow-Labourer^ 
1 hear, gives him up at laft, and condemns 
him as afting againft common Chriftian Cba^ 
rity, and bis own repeated Requeji^ That na 



* EcdeGaftical Cafes, f. 381. 
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fuch Thing as his final Conclufiort might go to 
the Prefs. 

His Fidelity indeed is what no Man will 
difpute, efpecially to the Scripture, the 
Fathers, and the Greek. Yet I cannot fay 
he has dialf fairly by the Mercy-Seat \ 
but I wot, that through Ignorance he did it 5 
tho* I had hop'd better Things of fome that 
revised it. 

A s to the Sincerity of his Promifi^ that 
will beft appear, when bewailing the common 
Infirmities of Human Nature, and peculiar 
Prejudices of Education, he takes the Ex- 
ample of his good Patron St. Auftin^ and 
gives us at leaft a Letter of RetraSlation. 

Th us (hould I take my leave of our Au- 
thor, and his Performance ; but that I muft 
not be feen to Ihrink at thofe Volleys of Shot 
he pours in upon my Friend at parting. Firft, 
his very Jejis are ludicrous ! This is a fad 
Cafe indeed ! But what if the Fathers were a$ 
good at this Sport, in their Time, as any 
that have come after them ? Cardinal Perron^ 
I very well remember, fomewhere fpeaks, in 
general, of the Gayetez joyeufes des Peres j 
Mr. Daille of the Lujits Patrum, or Sportings 
of the Fathers ; and, in particular, Celfus ex- 
prefsly charges Origen with Derision * ; 
who is fo far from denying the Fa6t, that he 
juftifies if; and tells the Philofopher he talks 
like an old Woman -f . And or St. Jerome^ 



k t «sWiy#8i$. ibid. 
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tlie Latin Origeny Erafmus (than whdm nonft 
perhaps have been better acquainted iKrith 
him) informs us, " He was Matter of a JPen 
•* more Satyrical and ludicroYis^ than What 
** himfelf had us*d in Praife ofFollf:\ How 
juftly than may it on the bfehalf of my Frtend 
be faidj — It in this he errs, he err^ With 
the Fathers,— 5^tfi/J/rj«^ Pairesnoii pqffi' 
bus (equis f 

B V T the Aggravation is, the jbejtgh of the 
Author of theie ludicrous Jefts was fo ridicule^ 
which it feems was a T>tfign not at all becoming 
Corrcfpondent of the SpeSlator^ ibdn ixfboin 
(Tie might have added) no Man ever more ex- 
auifttely exposed the little Jenjelefs Cujioms and 
Superjhtions of the Age. In Defence therefore 
of the Spe^atorj as well as of my Friend 
and the Fathers^ I muft beg leave to obferv*, 
t do not fee where is the great Crime in yidi^ 
culing what is really rimculous : *Tis bnty 
treating Things in their proper "Manner^ ac- 
cording to th^ix own Nature: For which very 
Reafon it is, thatSANCTA SANCTt Wifl, 
for ever, be a Maxim facred and inviblable 
to all Men of SENSE, i. e. to treat With 
Reverence what ought to be rever'd. 

B u T to treat then at this rate a SulijeSl 
that hears fo near a Relation to Religion ! viz. 
as an old heathenifh Ceremony void of all 
Foundation in Scripture^ LaWj or Reafon! 
And where then is the Religion of it? or, 
confequently, the ReJpeU d\it to it? Somt 



* LuRt hoc io genere multo Uberias ac mordadus 
Divui Hierof ymut. Prsf.^ad Mir. Emm. 

difference 
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difference muft certainly be allow'd in our 

Manner of treating Thipgs really ySrr^i, and 

what is Matter of Impertinence rather than 

Importance in Divine Service. Suppofing 

tl^er^fore a Clergymanj amidft the Labours 

^d Cv.e3 of hi^ pupftjon, Ihojuld for onc^ 

h^ye recreated himfelf in Purfuit of what 

we may call a Trifle indeed, but of the 

pncrpaching Sprt, of which too an ill Ufe is 

ni^de, a wor/e may, and no Good can come : 

In fuch a Cafe, I fay, fuppofe a Clergyman 

^uld haye donie his •, " How unjuft is it, 

(ftid One, than whom few have better 

deferv*d either of Learning or Religion) 

*' wheiji every other fort of Life is indulged 

** in its Diverfions, that none (hould be al- 

•* low'd of in the Study" ? t And where's 

pur boafted Liberty ? What Subjefts may 

5¥e h^ free with, if not with thofe of this 

Natu;'e ? The mpft cjevout and moft divine 

pjF Men have left us an Example, upon much 

gre^Ce^ Qccafions. 

TJLANSU3STANTIATXON5 with too great ^ 
• Part of Mankind, is a Subject that bears a 
nfar Relation to Religion ; and yet our incom- 
parat)le Tillotfon *, even in his Sermons, 
maices but a mcer Hocus Pocus Trick of it z 
'Tis true .the Papi^ts^ ^ well as ibnjie near 
jtelatifins of theirs, ^^ver forg^-ve him to lii$ 
4yi<ig P?y > aad I ha^e ^my jfelf ,\ieard Jbina 

' f Quae tandem eft iniqaitas, cum omni vitse infti- 
tuto Tuos l$^us concedamus, nullum omniho fludiis 
•lufmn permittcre? Eraif.,iibifupra. Q. v. 

* ^eripon 26. cnlifkd, A Dilcofirfg Ag4^infi Tranfuhr 
/^/W4fw» :— Which ffaysie) tjicy call a MIRACLE, 
and we a CHEAT* Sce^. 311; p^/w. nd. Vol. v 

G a cxclaim'd 
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exclaim'd againfV as a vile Mifcreant^ that 
bught to have been burnt at a Stake, for this 
blafphemous Buffooner^j of his upon the Body 
and Blood of Chfift. 

Suffer me here alfo, for once, to re- 
turn to that true Prophet of the Lord jE/i- 
]ah^ and the Subject ot his Difpute with the 
true Sons of Baal^ viz^ De vera Deo: This 
all Mankind muft grant was a Subjeft nearly 
related to Religion % and yet we find the Pro- 
phet exprefsly affirming; that Baal was a 
God \ tho* there be fome will have it, his 
Intent J (whatever bis Taleht might be) was 
not to reafon^ but ridicule. The mifchievous 
Confeqtiences of which foon appeared by the 
utter Confufion of the whole Pofle of Priefts 
on the other fide of t}ie Queftion. 

But he^ fays our Author, that can thus 
banter and ridicule the Fathers^ may with a lit- 
tle Improvement^ foon treat the Scriptures after 
the fame manner : The Gradation is natural 
and eafy^ and the Difference^ between ridiculing 
the Apoftles^ and the Difciples of the ApoftleSy 
but fmalL 

As if an impious Attempt upon the Wlf 
dom of Gody and a well-meant Raillery upon 
the JVeaknefs of Men, were in effeft the very 
fame thing in all reformed Churches ! But 
fince he talks of Gradations and /m- 
pro^mentSj what ("by the way) could be 

more natural and eafy than this, He, 

that can make a new Claufe^ may make 
a new Verfe ; and he, that can make a new 
Verfe^ may make a new Bible! To have 
been an immediate Difciple of the Afoflles 

was 
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was indeed a very great Privilege ; but made 
no Man infallible j nor fecured fome of their 
Followers from falling into the moft erro^ 
neou$ and abfurd Conceptions, of which hu- 
man Nature is capable^ When therefore 
their Authority is made ufe of to impofc 
upon us Notions in themfelves unjuft^ or in 
their Pradice illegal^ this to me is a fufB- 
cient Warrant for every Lover of Truth and 
Reformation to point out their Failings in 
the manner mofi effectual to prevent their 
Confequences : Nor need he want a living 
Precedent for this even amongft our own Fa- 
thers, fhould he make it his Defign (than 
which nothing is more vifible in my old 
Friend) to expofe not the Authors^ but their 
Arguments. 

After all, is it not poflible our K e b- 
LISTS may conceive themfelves and their 
own Difciples to be moft afFefted by the 
Ridicule \n Alkibla^ and that this is the 
onl'j Reafon they are fo very angry with it ? 
This I muft confefs would be a very great 
Misfortune upon its Author. But if to be 
a Difciple of the Apoftks is what may entitle 
him to any degree of Favour with thefc 
Gentlemen, this I can affure them he is, in 
every refpeft, as much as any one Father 
we meet with in the Courfe of his Difquifi- 
tion, if you except Father Papias only ; 
of whorti, notwithftanding. Father Eufebius 
gives us this Charafter, That he was a-^ij^ 
wfMK^^ w »»r, i. e. in plain Englifh^ a Man fit 
only to make a Vicar of S, N. 

The 
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.]|^>i E • prefent Incumbent having now 
done with the IVork of my Friend, finally 
gives us a View of his Heart alfo.—- .-Tj&ij^ 
who pretendy fays he, to have more Infight in^ 
^ to the Defigns of Men than I do^ don't fcrupk 

V ,P' to fay ^ your Purpofe is not fo much to ridicuU 
Eajiward Adoration^ as to undermine Religion 

itfiif. 

O F thefe Pretenders to know the ^ought\ 
of Men^ I have Time only to obferve, 
They inva4e the Province of God^ and whea 
their Judgment happens to be on the um 
charitably Side, I know not any thing that 
lefs becomes a Difciple of Cbriji ; who, tho* 
he may fmile t, muft not rail ; tho* he may 
divert^ muft not defame. 

T o conclude. Thofe who know the Au- 
thor of Alkibla beft, can bear him Witneis 
his Defign was honefl: and laudable, ft^U^r 
nable and heceflary ; that what he princi-p 
pally intended by the Publication of thi^ 
imall Difquifition, was to prepare the Way 
for a Vindication (never more wanted than 
at prefcnt) of the only True Cootoraii$t^ 
to the Church of Engla^d^ viz. Thofe who 
make The Rubricks Their Ritual, ^n4 
give not into the Pra6lice of any Cerenupqy 
in their Publick Devotion,but wfeat i^ ii^Qi|i'4 
by the Book of Cgmmon-f ray^r ; Avk^ 
again, to undeceive, (if happily it i>iay jfo 
bej a Number of, however Hov,^^, ^r 
luded People, who are fo .artfully JmpQ3^4 
upon, as to be at laft tio more fati&fiAd witb 



t Vide Orig. isbi fupra. 
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their Church than KING, as by Lawifia* 
hlt/h*dr, and yet fondly believe themfclVes 
the moft loyal Subjeds, and only Trub" 
Church-Men in the Kingdom. 

I N the Profecution of his Defign, he has 
brought no railing Accufation againft any 
Man, but has endeavour'd to proceed in the 
Spirit of innocent Mirth, and good Humour, 
and <ac the £u»e time u^der a jufi Senfe of the 
Dignity and Awfulnefs of TRUE RELI- 
GION •, but Superstition is a Jest : — 
I could fJiy -mora, but that J would not in 
any thing foreftall my old Friend, fliould 
he be induced to communicate to the Publick 
what he once proposed, viz. 

JiL KIBLA. Part H. or, The Difquifition 
upjon Worjhiping towards the lEaft ; Con- 
ci»ued from the Primitive to the Prefent 
Tirnes: with a (Free and Impafrcial Exa- 
mination of the Reafons aflign*d for the 
Praftice by our Modern Divines. 

I N O R D E R 

To aflert the Principles of the Reformation, 
obviate Superftition in our Publick Devo- 
tion, remove from it all Party-Diftinttion, 
and unneceffary Objedions, and retrieve 
the Obedience due to Law, by reducing 
the Ceremonies of Churchmen to the Stan- 
dard of the Church. 

Fragili quarens illidere den tern 

Offendet folido. 

Horat. 
F I 1^ I S. 
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Errata graviora. 



PAge to.Lmtz.fox PrifumpthMT.PrtfHmfmns.p.iS. 
1 1, in the Notes for Buxtorfj. Buxtorf. Ibid. I.5. 
ibr pofftt t, foffit, p. 19. 1. 17. for J$roboAin\t r. Jerohomms. 
Aia.L7,g. fox FUe§ x\PUc$s. p. 25. 1. 15. x.und$rftmnd. 
p,.i7. 1.1^. intheNote, for dix.D^. p. 19.1 18. for rainf 
r. rMf ». Ibid, in the Note, fonr»Af(«T»r« r .4r<a«Miir«r« i^aI. 

for «(T«rri ^Vatoi r. ie9rMrra'^^«r3r«i«p. 36. 1. lO. ID the 

Mar|^n,torlc. p. 4. x.jllk. p. 4. JtJd. in^hc Note»for z^^t^^ r \ 
t. )^tu. p. 34. 1. 14. forCMnMt.Xiiim/sl^p. 3^* 1* 5 • Air"* 
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